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VILLAGE OF RIDGEWAY 
PUBLIC ENTERTAINMENT ORDINANCE 

  
1. PERMIT REQUIRED: 
No person, group or organization shall hold public entertainment events within the 
Village of Ridgeway without obtaining an application from the Village Clerk, and 
obtaining permit approval from the Village Board. 
  
2. APPLICATION: 
Application for such permit shall be filed with the Village Clerk along with the 
appropriate permit fee for each day the permit is sought. The application shall be filed 
thirty days prior to the proposed event. Failure to comply will result in an additional 
administrative fee of $30.00. 
 
3. PUBLIC ENTERTAINMENT DEFINED: 
"Public entertainment" means any gathering, event, or entertainment which is held in or 
located at a public facility or park, which is open to the public, and where alcohol is 
served.  "Open to the public" includes payment of an admission charge or where any 
collection or other means of raising money is used.  
  
4. EXEMPTIONS: 
"Public entertainment" does not include gatherings, events, or entertainment: 

A) Conducted by churches, schools, sporting events, or bona fide clubs 
where no alcohol is served or consumed; or 

B) Held at a personal residences provided alcohol is not being served or 
transferred in violation of Wis. Stat. Chapter 125; or  

C) Held at a business bearing a class B beer or liquor license, if the special 
event coordinator is satisfied that such organization provides adequate 
security measures necessary to protect the health and safety of the public. 

  
5. SPECIAL EVENT COORDINATOR: 
The Ridgeway Police Department shall act as the special events coordinator unless or 
until changed by resolution of the Village Board. 
  
6. POWERS OF THE SPECIAL EVENT COORDINATOR: 
The special event coordinator shall maintain order and decency at all public 
entertainment events. The special events coordinator is responsible for providing 
security during all entertainment events when a license and security is required. 
  
7. APPLICATION FOR PERMIT:  
The Public Entertainment Permit applicant shall provide the following information upon 
submission of the application:   

A) Name, address and telephone number of the applicant; and, 
B) The date and duration for the proposed activity or event; and, 
C) A description of the property proposed to be used for the event; and, 
D) An estimated number of persons attending the proposed event. 
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E) In addition to the Public Entertainment Permit application, the applicant 
shall apply for a temporary "Class B" beer and/or wine cooler license, using the state 
application form AT-315. The required $10.00 fee shall be paid upon submission of this 
application. 
 
All applications shall be filed with the Village Clerk thirty days prior to the proposed 
event, and are subject to approval by the Village Board. 
  
8. COMPLIANCE WITH ELIGIBILITY STANDARDS: 
The organization applying for the temporary "class B" beer and/or wine cooler license 
shall meet the eligibility requirements of a bona fide club, association, lodge or society 
as set forth in subsection 125.26 (6) Wis. Stats, and shall fully comply with the 
requirements of Wis. Stat. Chapter 125. 
 
9. REQUIREMENTS UPON APPROVAL OF THE PUBLIC ENTERTAINMENT 
PERMIT AND TEMPORARY "CLASS B" LICENSE: 
The organization applying for the Public Entertainment Permit and the temporary "Class 
B" license, upon approval, will be required to follow the following guidelines: 
 

A)  Fencing: All public entertainment events shall have a double fence 
installed around the main point of sale to control ingress and egress ("Point of 
Sale Area"). The double fence shall be a minimum of four (4) feet high. A 
licensed operator, licensed bartender or person assigned by the special events 
coordinator must remain at the entrance for the purpose of checking identification 
prior to entry. The entrance shall be a minimum of six (6) feet wide. 

 
B) Underage Persons Prohibited: No underage person shall enter, loiter or 
linger in the Point of Sale Area, unless accompanied by a parent, legal guardian 
or spouse who has attained the legal drinking age. No underage persons shall 
consume any intoxicating beverage unless accompanied by a parent, legal 
guardian or spouse who has attained the legal drinking age; and all such persons 
under the age of twenty-one must remain next to said parent, legal guardian or 
spouse at all times when consuming an intoxicating beverage. 

 
C)  Licensed Operators Requirement: A licensed operator shall be 
stationed at all points of sales at all times. In the event that the licensed permit 
holder is not present a licensed bartender must be present.  

 
D)  Posting of Signs and Licenses: All organizations that are issued a 
temporary "Class B" license shall post a sufficient number of signs stating that no 
alcohol shall be served to any person without proper identification. 

 
E)  Regulations of Types of Containers Allowed on Public Property: It 
shall be unlawful for any organization to sell, dispense or serve any alcoholic 
beverages to any person or persons unless the beverage is served in plastic or 
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paper cups or in the original metal can. Bottled beverages or other glass 
containers are prohibited. 

 
F)  Open Intoxicants: No person shall bring alcohol in any form to any public 
entertainment function for his/her consumption or the consumption of others. No 
person shall carry out any alcoholic beverage from any such public entertainment 
function. 
 
G)  Insurance:  The applicant for the Public Entertainment Permit shall 
indemnify, defend and hold the Village of Ridgeway and its employees, agents 
and officials harmless against any and all claims arising from injury or death of 
any person, or any damage to property caused by, resulting from or in any way 
related to the activities for which the Permit is granted. The applicant may also be 
required to furnish a certificate of comprehensive general liability insurance or a 
performance bond prior to being granted the permit.  
 
H)  Waiver: The Village of Ridgeway Board may modify the requirements of 
this section due to the physical characteristics of the site. 
 
I)  Disposal of Alcoholic Beverages: It shall be the permit holder's 
responsibility to ensure that all alcoholic beverages and containers and trash are 
cleaned up immediately following the event. 

 
10. FEES: 
 

A) Public Entertainment Permit Fee.  There shall be no fee for the Public 
Entertainment Permit, except that all applicants and permit holders will be required to 
comply with all requirements of this ordinance and pay for all expenses and deposits set 
forth herein.   

B) Temporary "Class B" Beer and/or wine cooler License Fee.  $10.00, 
or the maximum allowed by statute, whichever is greater.  

C) Security Fee.  It shall be the permit holder's responsibility to provide the 
special event coordinator with the approximate number of attendees for any proposed 
public entertainment event. The special event coordinator will arrange for the security 
the event. The permit holder will be charged for any security needed for the event. The 
security charge will be based on the approximate number of attendees at a ratio of one 
(1) police officer for every fifty anticipated guests present. The special event coordinator 
will provide a written estimate of the cost to the permit holder prior to the public 
entertainment event. The permit holder may provide his/her own security but this may 
not be substituted for any police officers required to be present. All security fees must 
be paid prior to the event. Failure to pay such security fees in advance or providing any 
false or misleading information may result in the Public Entertainment Permit or 
Temporary "Class B" License being revoked and having the event shut down by the 
special event coordinator. 
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11. PENALTIES: 
Failure to comply with any provision of this ordinance will result in the following: 
  

A) The special event coordinator will revoke the Public Entertainment Permit 
and/or the Temporary "Class B" License and shut down the event. 

B) The permit holder/licensee will be fined $500.00 for non-compliance. 
C) Failure to comply with section 9 (I) will result in a clean up fee of $500.00 

charged to the permit holder/licensee. 
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APPLICATION FOR PUBLIC ENTERTAINMENT EVENT PERMIT 
 

1. Name, address and telephone number of the applicant: 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. The date and duration for the proposed activity or event: 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. A description of the property proposed to be used for the event: 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. An estimated number of persons attending the proposed event: 
______________________________________________________________________ 

 
5. Applicant must include a completed and signed AT-315 State of Wisconsin 
Temporary Picnic Beer/Wine Application. 
 
6. Applicant must include the $10.00 Temporary "Class B" Beer and/or wine cooler 
License Fee. 
 
This signed form must be signed applicant prior to approval by the Village of Ridgeway 
Board. By signing this form the permit holder/licensee agrees that s/he has received a 
copy of the Ridgeway Public Entertainment Ordinance and agrees to and accepts all 
terms and conditions of the permit and ordinance. 
  
Permit Holder Signature:_____________________________ Date:________________ 
  
Special Event Coordinator:__________________________ Date:_________________ 
  
Date Approved By Village Board:___________________________________________ 
 
Village President:________________________________Date:___________________ 
 
Security Fee:$______________________.  Date Paid to Clerk:___________________ 
 

PLEASE NOTE THAT THERE WILL BE NO REFUNDS ISSUED 
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